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police station was practically besieged by huge crowds, which assumed
a most menacing attitude. Repeated attempts to disperse them with-
out the use of firearms failed and the troops had to fire twice on the
20th July and eight times on the 21st. In all 23 rounds were fired
and 12 persons killed. Casualties, mostly of a minor nature, were
numerous amongst the military and police.

As a result of the firing the crowds dispersed and did not
re-assemble. Extra police were brought in from other provinces
and the military garrisons were strengthened. Administrative
control was re-established rapidly, but the religious leaders continued
to fan the embers of the agitation. Civil litigation was renewed and
certain Muslim organisations framed some extravagant demands.

The situation in Lahore continued to cause anxiety up to the
close of the year. On the 6th November a Sikh was mortally
wounded by a Muslim. Three days later a huge Sikh-Hindu proces-
sion was taken out. The organisers appeared anxious to avoid
conflict but nonetheless one serious clash occurred. This was
followed by further rioting on the next day, but owing to good work
by the police and the troops in breaking up the fights quickly, the
casualties were small.

Although after the beginning of the new year the situation still
presented dangerous possibilities, it is believed that the measures
which the Punjab Government have taken will prevent further
disturbances; these measures are now more generally recognised as
necessary.

The debates in Parliament during the earlier part of the summer Tie New
on the new Government of India Bill were closely followed in India.
The passage of the measure, which obtained the Royal Assent on the Act.
2nd August, brought to an end the tremendous task of framing a
new constitution for India, which had occupied attention since the
Indian Statutory Commission started work in 1928.

Put simply, the Act provides for the establishment of autonomous
Governments in the provinces with certain essential safeguards
vested in the Governors and for an all-India federation of
autonomous provinces and States with a responsible Federal Govern-
ment, except in the Departments of Defence and External Affairs,
which are reserved to the control of the Governor-General. The